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BHP BILLITON � PERSEVERANCE NICKEL MINE 

632. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Jon Ford. I refer the minister to the recent incident at BHP�s Perseverance 
nickel mine.  

(1) Has a resource safety inspector visited the site in the past 12 months prior to the accident? 

(2) If yes, how many times, when did the visits occur, and what parts of the operation were inspected? 

(3) Have any provisional improvement notices been issued on the site as a result of those inspections? 

(4) If yes to (3), what were those notices issued for, and have they been addressed? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Twenty-two times, with inspections being carried out monthly except for the months of June 2008, 
December 2008 and January 2009. Inspections of the underground operation included the mine winder, 
charge-up machines, refuge chambers, mine escape ways, underground workshop, underground 
magazine, fuel bay, eight-litre tip truck, 10-litre underground crusher, 10-litre ROM, 465 grizzley, 
415 stockpiles, 490 SLC, 515 SLC, 540 SLC, 565 STD, A and B sumps, shaft spillage access, 
PDP incline, 9415 level, 9440 level, 9465 level, 9491 level, 9515 level, 9540 level and 9565 level. I will 
provide the member in due course with some explanation for those acronyms that are not provided with 
the answer. It also included inspections of surface installations, including concentrator, tailings dam, 
grinding circuit, filtration area, bin 55, control room and surface workshops. 

(3) No. Provisional improvement notices are issued only by trained, elected safety and health 
representatives. However, as a result of the 22 site visits by inspectors of mines, 18 improvement 
notices and two prohibition notices were issued by the inspectors.  

(4) A list of the subject matter of each notice issued by the mining inspectors is being prepared and will be 
provided as soon as possible.  

 


